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U.S. CHARGES CHI NESE LANGUAGE | NTERPRETER W TH
OBSTRUCTI ON OF JUSTI CE FOR DI SCLOSI NG FEDERAL W RETAP

DAVID N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, MARK J. MERSHON, the Assistant
Director in Charge of the New York O fice of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation (“FBI”), RAYMOND W KELLY, Conmi ssioner of the
New York City Police Departnment (“NYPD'), and SALVATORE
DALESSANDRO, Acting Special Agent-in-Charge, |Inmgration and
Cust onms Enforcenment (“ICE’), announced that JI MW ZHENG has been
charged in a crimnal conplaint filed in Manhattan federal court
W th obstruction of justice for revealing the existence of an
ongoing federal wiretap to a relative so that the relative would
not be intercepted over the wretap and face potential crimnal

char ges.



According to the crimnal conplaint, which was unseal ed
t oday, nenbers of an FBI/NYPD task force, along with agents from
| CE, were investigating the Lim Shang Organi zation, a violent
Asi an organi zed crinme group operating in Manhattan’s Chi nat own
and Flushing, New York. As part of that investigation, the FB
and | CE obtai ned court-authorization to intercept wire
comuni cations occurring over various cell phones used by nenbers
of the Lim Shang Organization.® Further, because the targets of
the investigation primarily spoke the Fuzhou di al ect of the
Chi nese | anguage, Chinese |anguage interpreters were hired
t hrough an outside contractor to translate the intercepted
communi cations for |aw enforcenent. According to the conplaint,
one of these interpreters was JI MW ZHENG the defendant.

As explained in the conplaint, on two occasions during
the course of the wiretap, FBI agents specifically asked ZHENG i f
he (or any other interpreters) knew or recognized any of the
subj ects of the investigation who had been intercepted. On both
occasi ons, ZHENG deni ed know ng any of the interceptees.

However, during a June 2005 interview with the FBI
ZHENG adm tted that he had been introduced by his cousin to one
of the main targets of the investigation, Lim Shang, several

nmont hs before the wiretap began. Specifically, ZHENG had spent
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I n Novenber 2004, Lim Shang and approxi mately 20 ot her
def endants were charged wth racketeering and other offenses in
the case of United States v. Lim Shang, et al., 04 C. 1205
(BSJ). That case renmins pending.
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an evening at a nightclub with Lim Shang and Li m Shang’ s si ster,
Li Ping Wong, a/k/a “Li Zzhi.” ZHENG subsequent |y had frequent
contact with “Li Zhi,” and al so had contact w th anot her
i ndi vidual intercepted during the investigation, whom he knew as
“Big Sister.”

According to the conplaint, in or about June 2004,
ZHENG s cousin contacted ZHENG and i nfornmed ZHENG that “Big
Sister” had called. ZHENG then told his cousin that “Big Sister”
had been overheard on a wiretap of Lim Shang’s tel ephone.
According to ZHENG and as related in the conplaint, the reason
ZHENG told his cousin about the wiretap and the identities of
sonme of the targets was that he did not want his cousin to get in
any trouble. ZHENG further admtted that he lied to the FBI when
he had been interviewed in June and August of 2004 by fal sely
stating that he did not know any of the interceptees on the
Wi r et ap.

ZHENG 32, resides in Sewell, New Jersey.

ZHENG i s schedul ed to be presented on the crim nal
conpl aint before United States Magi strate Judge M CHAEL H
DCLI NGER today. He faces a maxi mum sentence of five years in
prison and the greater of a fine of $250,000 fine or tw ce the
gross gain or loss resulting fromthe offense.

M . KELLEY praised the efforts of the FBI, the NYPD



and ICE in this case.
Assi stant United States Attorneys JONATHAN S. KOLODNER
and SCOTT L. MARRAH are in charge of the prosecution.
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